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New Mexico Disasters
Photo credit: New Mexico Forest and Watershed Restoration Institute

NM experiences fires and floods
 Multiple events within a season, 

and some repeated yearly
 Climate issues & drought worsen



Hermit’s Peak and Calf Canyon Fires 
May & June, 2022

New Mexico Disasters 

Photo credit: Jim Weber, The Santa Fe New Mexican

Wildfires- lightning and human caused 



Mora                                          
Aug. 26-27, 2025Roswell Oct. 19-20, 2024

New Mexico Disasters 

Photo credit: Tom Hudgens, AP

Flooding can occur from stormwater events 



Ruidoso 2025

New Mexico Disasters
Flooding is exacerbated by burn scars 



Local and State National

Response Levels

 Your local government 
Emergency Management Plan

 State Level
 Governor declares state of 

emergency
 Can activate State Dept. of 

Homeland Security & 
Emergency Management 
(DHSEM); National Guard

 DHSEM coordinates debris 
management team

 Governor can ask President to 
declare disaster

 Presidential approval allows 
for public assistance through 
FEMA 

 FEMA manages debris 
cleanup through contracts for 
reimbursement

 EPA-Personal Property Debris 
Removal (PPDR) program to 
clear property of hazards 
before demolition and 
removal.  Needs permission 
through Right Of Entry (ROE).



 Natural/Organic- hazard trees, vegetation, 
silt/sediment

 Structural- construction and demolition
 Structural containing asbestos- built before 

1988
 Recycling- metal
 Household Hazardous Waste 

 PPDR will address at residences if this is enacted 
and they opt-in through ROE.

Types of Debris



 Clean Fill-
uncontaminated, 
inert earth 
material—including 
soil, rock, sand, and 
recycled concrete 
or asphalt

 Flood Debris-clean 
fill, ash, organics

 Sludge- WWTP 
flooding

Types of Debris



 At State or Federal level response, DHSEM/FEMA 
coordinates contracts for various activities 
 Debris removal
 Public & private property, waterways, etc.
Use of specialized companies, like DRC

 Hauling
Use of local subcontractors such as haulers 
 City/Local Gov’t may have own hauling

Debris Management Team



 NM Department of Homeland Security and Emergency 
Management (DHSEM)- organizers
 Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
NMED Resource Recovery Bureau (RRB)  
NMED Compliance and Enforcement Bureau (CEB) 
NM Dept of Transportation (NMDOT)
National Guard or other responders
 County and City Stakeholders and Emergency Management 
 Private contractors

 Debris Team Meetings
 Important to communicate needs and address issues
Daily to weekly 

Debris Management Team



 RRB’s Role
 Identifies solid waste facilities and options for waste 

disposal
 Coordinates with solid waste facilities
 Assess capacity at facility:  space, personnel, and equipment 

 Reviews any restrictions in solid waste facility permitting
 Temporarily lift caps on accepted waste per day or adjust 

operating hours
 Reviews Temporary Debris Staging and Reduction 

(TDSR) applications
 RRB may allow fast-tracked hauler certification 

Debris Management-RRB



NMED’s Compliance and Enforcement Bureau provides 
technical assistance and ensures compliance with:

 Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) 
Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Title 40: Protection 
of the Environment

 New Mexico Hazardous Waste Management 
Regulations (HWMR) 20.4.1 New Mexico 
Administrative Code (NMAC)

 Solid Waste Rules (SWR) 20.9.2-20.9.10 NMAC
 Recycling, Illegal Dumping, and Scrap Tire 

Management Rules (RIDSTMR) 20.9.20 NMAC

Debris Management- CED



Identifying 
and 
approving 
TDSRs takes 
precious 
time in an 
emergency.

Be prepared 
and have an 
approved 
site ready!

 Approved site where mixed debris is 
sorted to reduce the amount of 
material hauled to area landfills

 TDSR applicants must be a  
government entity, even if private 
property

 Public owned property is preferable
 Plan for temporary fencing!

Temp Debris Staging Reduction 



Emergency TDSR application 
NMED, Resource Recovery Bureau website:
https://www.env.nm.gov/solid-waste/ 

Temporary Debris Staging & Reduction

https://www.env.nm.gov/solid-waste/
https://www.env.nm.gov/solid-waste/
https://www.env.nm.gov/solid-waste/


Completing the Form

Image AI generated by Rick Shean



Mapping Exercise – Flooding SF River

Flood location*
Santa Fe River at NM 599 crossing

*Fictitious scenario



Location dependent on:
1) Property ownership
2) Size of area needed 

for amount of debris
3) Proximity to 

disaster
4) Nearby landfills

Mapping Exercise – Selecting a TDSR

Flood location
Santa Fe River at NM-599crossing



Two Potential TDSR Locations:

Mapping Exercise – Selecting a TDSR

Flood location

2.  Santa Fe County Public Works
(County owned - parking lot)

1.  Quarry (Privately owned)*

*Fictitious scenario



 1) Ownership – County 
Assessor 
santafecountynm.gov/assessor/

 2) Size of area – 
 Quarry 40.5 acres
 SFCPW 3.6 acres

 3) Both are close to 
disaster

 4) Adjacent to major roads
 5) Less than 5 mi from 

Caja del Rio Landfill

Mapping Exercise – Selecting a TDSR

40.5 ac

3.6 ac

Quarry

SFCPW

Private Ownership

https://www.santafecountynm.gov/assessor/


Quarry

SFCPW

FEMA 

National 
Flood 
Hazard 
Layer 
Viewer
(https://hazards-
fema.maps.arcgis.com/ap
ps/webappviewer/index.
html?id=8b0adb5199644
4d4879338b5529aa9cd)

(USFWS 
NWI Maps 
wetlands)

Is TDSR site located above the 100-
year floodplain and outside wetlands?

Completing the Form - Floodplains



Office of 
State 
Engineer 

OSE POD 
Locations 
Mapping 
Program
(https://www.ose.nm.gov
/WRAB/index.php)

Is TDSR site 1,320 ft from public or 
private water supply?

Completing the Form – Water Supply

Quarry

SFCPW

1,535 ft



AirNav

Airport 
Search
(https://www.airnav.com
/airports/search.html)

Is TDSR site 5,000 ft from airport 
runway (putrescible waste only)?

Completing the Form – Airport

Quarry

SFCPW

5,500 ft



Google Earth

Co Assessor

Is TDSR site 300 ft from occupied 
structure on other property?

Completing the Form – Structures

Quarry

SFCPW

302’

302’



FEMA 

National 
Flood 
Hazard 
Layer 
Viewer
(https://hazards-
fema.maps.arcgis.com/ap
ps/webappviewer/index.
html?id=8b0adb5199644
4d4879338b5529aa9cd)

Is TDSR site 2,640 ft from caves, 
springs, and streams?

Completing the Form - Streams

Quarry

SFCPW

2,640’

2,640’



Sites that are unable to meet all required 
setbacks can utilize additional Rules:

Completing the Form



Quarry Santa Fe County Public Works

Site Selection

 Pros
 Larger area
 Fewer resource issues
 Reclamation allowable 

by EPA
 Cons

 Privately owned
 Near a stream

 Pros
 Not privately owned
 Easy to mobilize

 Cons
 Near a well
 Near a stream

Which site do you choose?



Be Prepared New Mexico!
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